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WALK-INS WELCOME!  
COVID-19 health and safety protocols are in place, including limited building occupancy  

and facemasks are required.

Summer Camp Crafts Take the Cake in August  
By Peggy DiMercurio

With the support of Comcast, Blick Art Materials and 
Fifth Third Bank, who sponsored last year’s first-ever  
virtual camp, the Anton Art Center was able to cap off 
this summer with both virtual and in-person art camps  
for kids and teens.

Last year’s virtual art camp featured videos and live  
segments with free art kits, quick crafts, creative snack 
ideas and fun art projects taught by our amazing instructors, 
was a great success. This year, we were excited to again 
offer a free four-day virtual camp, as well as invite kids 
back to the art center for four days of creative in-person 
fun with our instructors and volunteers. Our generous 
sponsors helped us introduce kids and teens to a wide 
variety of creative programs, mediums and tools, including 
weaving, painting, mixed media, mosaics, clay projects, 
drawing, alcohol inks, fun experiments and classic summer 
camp crafts. 

Art Camp@Home, sponsored by Comcast and Blick Art 
Materials, ran August 17-20 and was held on the Art Center’s 
Facebook live page and YouTube channel. To accompany 
the virtual program, free art kits containing supplies and 
instructions were available for pickup.

The Summer Art Camp, sponsored by Fifth Third Bank, was 
a jam-packed on-site program of art lessons, games, and 
STEAM (science, technology, English, arts and math) projects 
that took place at the Art Center August 24-27.  

The Anton Art Center is open to the public from 11am - 3pm Tuesdays through Saturdays.  
Call ahead (586-469-8666) or email (information@theartcenter.org)  

for more information or to schedule a visit.
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Artists, Clockwise: Carol Stevens, Kimberly Santini, Cathy 
Jacobs and Savannah Zaya.

Inspired Exhibits Bring Visitors Back to the Galleries 
By Peggy DiMercurio

Just as the Chinese characters for “crisis” represent 
both danger and opportunity, Stephanie Hazzard, 
Exhibitions Manager, approached the task of rethinking 
exhibition practices at the Anton Art Center with a 
mindset open to new possibilities. Tasked with creating 
both a safe and welcoming experience for visitors, she 
turned to the virtual world for ideas and inspiration. 
“Our exhibits are now more virtually-accessible than ever 
before. After producing a variety of virtual programming 
in 2020, we’ve continued providing virtual components 
to supplement our regular on-site programming through 
live-streamed video call reception events, online artwork 
galleries, exhibit photo albums, as well as virtual-only 
shows,” said Hazzard. “This expansion has been advan-
tageous to the many artists we partner with and the 
communities we serve by offering new, engaging oppor-
tunities to wider audiences.” 

With new practices in place, Art Center staff were both 
proud and excited to welcome visitors, artists, community 
art groups and guest jurors back to their galleries with 
four new shows during the summer: Looking Forward,  
Here Comes the Sun, Artistic Expressions and 
Dreamscape.

Looking Forward was the first community artist group 
show to be hosted in nearly two years with works 
submitted from Romeo Guild of Art, Lakeside Palette 
Club of St. Clair Shores, Warren Tri-County Fine Arts 
Association and Mount Clemens Art Association. The 
show featured 40 works from 26 artists with the shared 
theme, but individual artistic interpretation, of looking 
forward. The exhibit was juried by pastel artist, Candice 
Grieve, with prizes for first, second and third place 
and three honorable mentions. Though this show closed 
July 13, visit our exhibits page for a link to the Facebook 
album that contains images from it and our YouTube 
channel (@antonartcenter) to watch the virtual awards 
ceremony and see the winning pieces.  

Here Comes the Sun was a strong show featuring the 
artwork of many very talented local women of the  
Detroit Society of Women Painters and Sculptors, 
one of the oldest women’s art organizations in the 
United States. The theme inspired artists to celebrate 
color, joy and letting the sun shine in through their 
artwork. The juror for this show was Richard Reeves 
Jr., Director of Arts & Culture at the Kayrod Gallery at 
the Hannan Center in Detroit. This show was on display 
on-site and virtually until August 17, showcasing 42 
pieces selected from 34 artists. Our exhibits page for 
Here Comes the Sun features a photo gallery as well  

as links to the virtual awards ceremony where you can 
see the exhibit winners and hear from some of the 
artists and the juror.

Artistic Expressions was the inaugural professional gallery 
show of the Shelby Township Fine Art Society. The 
collection of original artwork expresses the artists’ ideas, 
feelings and perspectives through their chosen medium. 
Amy Foster, local artist and instructor, juried the show, 
which includes 44 works from 21 artists. The show was 
kicked off with a virtual awards ceremony on July 24 and 
was on display through August 31 on-site and virtually. 

Dreamscape, the last exhibit of the summer, opened on 
August 28. It features the work of artists Luzhen Qiu 
and Cathy Jacobs. Their mixed array of media, colors, 
dimensions, and sizes offers a bridge between Eastern 
and Western styles. Rather than an awards ceremony, 
Anton hosted a virtual artist talk to open the show and 
meet the artists.  

Looking back on the return of the on-site summer exhibit 
season, Hazzard shares one of her personal highpoints: 
“A proud moment for me was while promoting the Shelby 
Township Fine Art Society’s first-ever gallery showing, 
I had the opportunity to participate in my first solo live 
television interview about an exhibit,” said Hazzard, 
noting that it was somewhat serendipitous. “As it was, 
I was already delighted to welcome group members from 
my hometown of Shelby Township!”
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It’s Time to  Throw a Real Party!
By Mary Smith

The ArtParty, Anton Art Center’s largest fundraiser and 
a much-anticipated community event, returns to the 
streets of downtown Mount Clemens on Thursday,  
September 23, 6 to 9 pm.

Like most everything else, the downtown ArtParty was 
replaced last year by an online event because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year, organizers expect a good 
turnout as patrons embrace the opportunity to see each 
other and the art in person.

“It’s been a long year-and-a-half for everyone,” said 
Phil Gilchrist, the Art Center’s Executive Director. “We 
have much in store for our guests this year as we resume 
our normal ArtParty tradition.”

This year’s theme is a celebration of the ArtParty’s 30th  
anniversary, and decorative accents will be in the tradi-
tional pearl and Tiffany-blue. There will also be a strolling 
dinner, complimentary bar service, live entertainment, 
silent auction and 50/50 raffle.

This year’s auction will include handwoven items by 
Michael Daitch, fused glass objets d’art by Alysa Diebolt, 
original paintings by Jessie Edwards, photography by 
Charlie Winkler and a Pewabic Pottery tile and member-
ship package. 

“It’s an eye-catching assortment of works by artists 
affiliated with the Art Center, including two of our trust-
ees (Daitch and Diebolt),” said Gilchrist. “One of the Art 

Center’s priorities is shining a spotlight on our local artists. 
The ArtParty is a great venue for doing that.”

Local food establishments contributing their wares to the 
strolling dinner, as of early July, are A Movable Feast, 
Abbibo, Bath City Bistro, Bobcat Bonnie’s, Cellar 104, 
Champagne Chocolates, El Charro, Emerson’s On The 
Grill, Mangiabevi Urban Italian, Nothing Bundt Cakes, 
Octopus’ Beer Garden, O’Halloran’s Public House, 
Orleans, Penne Lane, Pops Sweets an Treats, Sorrento 
Pizza, Stahl’s and Zuccaro Banquets and Catering.

Entertainment for the evening will be provided by the 
duo Bob and Carl, who performed at the last in-person 
ArtParty in 2019. Friends who have performed together 
since high school, Bob and Carl’s repertoire includes 
folk, rock, country and Irish, including some original 
material. Locally, they have played regularly at Three 
Blind Mice in Mount Clemens and Bumper’s Landing  
in Harrison Township.

“They have a great sound and they will surely be a 
crowd-pleaser on Sept. 23,” said Gilchrist. “The whole 
evening in fact is going to be fun, not only for guests 
but for the Art Center staff and volunteers as well. All 
of us have really missed throwing an in-person party.”

The ArtParty is presented by First State Bank. Tickets are 
$75 in advance and may be purchased at theartcenter.org. 

30 
TH
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Meet Anton Art Center’s Newest Trustees 
By Mary Smith

Pamela Alexander, Macomb Township, grew up in Mount 
Clemens and is a recently retired human services exec-
utive. She holds associate, bachelor and master degrees 
in marketing, sociology, business administration and 
urban planning from Macomb Community College and 
Wayne State and Central Michigan universities.  

“My daughters and I first visited the Anton Art Center 
about five years ago. I could not believe that I had 

They come from the worlds of education, 
finance and human services. One is an  
artist, two are Mount Clemens natives  
and one still calls the city home. What  
they share is a vision of Mount Clemens  
as a vibrant destination and the belief 
that the Anton Art Center is pivotal to  
its continued development. 

Kelley Lovati
Jeanne Schabath-Lewis
David Serio
Pat Woodstock

never visited this jewel in Mount Clemens,” related 
Alexander. “I was really impressed, and I thought 
more people needed to know about this place.”

In addition to daughters London Bell, a human rights 
attorney, and Andrea Roe, a psychiatric social worker, 
Alexander is also the Gold Star Mother of son Vincent 
J. Bell, a staff sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps who 
was killed in the line of duty in Kajaki, Afghanistan 
in 2011. 

“My son loved his country and served with distinction,” 
said Alexander. “I miss him every day.”

On a brighter note, Alexander is eager serve on the 
Art Center’s board, viewing it as an opportunity to 
put her work history and interests in art and culture 
to good use. 

“It is my hope that I can use my leadership experi-
ences as a trustee to support the infrastructure of the 
Art Center to expand programming for all who love 
the arts in Macomb County, said Alexander. “I would 
like to see more corporations support the arts to 
enhance opportunities for more arts programming. 
This to me is an ideal strategy to become the first 
‘Creative City’ in Macomb County.” 

When discussing why she feels the Anton Art Center 
is so important to the development of Mount Clemens, 
Alexander shared a quote from Andrea Jenkins, poet, 
artist and a Minneapolis council member since 2018. 
Jenkins is also the first black, openly transgender 
woman to hold public office in the country.  

“Art serves so many purposes; it can heal, educate, 
entertain and challenge. Art is a tool for speaking out 
because it has the ability to transform people,” are 
the words of Jenkins, to which Alexander added, “The 
Art Center is important to our community because it 
is doing just that.”
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Laura Fournier was the last graduate of St. Mary’s High 
School in Mount Clemens, where she and her husband 
Gerry raised two children and still reside. Fournier holds 
an elementary education degree from Central Michigan 
University and a degree in business and accounting from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. After a brief retirement 
from her career in finance, she is now Chief Financial Officer 
for Mad Dog Technology. 

“I have a passionate interest in seeing Mount Clemens 
grow and thrive,” said Fournier, who is also a member of 
the Mount Clemens City Commission with plans to run 
for reelection this year. “My focus is on Mount Clemens’ 
neighborhoods, and my husband and I have taken on many 
projects that we hope have a lasting impact on our city.”

Fournier first visited the Art Center about 30 years ago 
when she enrolled her daughter in a pottery class. She 
also has happy memories of visiting the Holiday Market 
with her mother and sisters.

“I have always loved the incredible Carnegie Building,” 
said Fournier. “I am not an ‘artist’ but do enjoy art and am 
very proud to have the Anton Art Center in Mount Clemens.” 

Despite career demands, commission duties and the five 
grandchildren she loves to dote on, Fournier did not hesitate 
when Phil Gilchrist, the Art Center’s Executive Director, 
invited her to join the board.  

“I hope to contribute to the mission of the board by 
working with the other trustees, Phil Gilchrist, the staff, 
and the volunteers to continue to build on the strong 
foundation that has made Anton Art Center a significant 
part of not only Mount Clemens, but throughout Macomb 
County,” said Fournier. “I hope my background in accounting 
and finance, and even elementary education, will enable me 
to contribute to the ongoing projects, governance and 
finances of the Center.”

JenClare Gawaran, Warren, is an instructor of drawing 
and design at Macomb Community College and Oakland 
University. She earned a bachelor’s degree in fine art from 
Michigan State University and a master’s degree in fine 
art from Wayne State University, and is an accomplished 
visual artist. 

“I mainly create work in the printmaking media,” said 
Gawaran. “I’ve exhibited artwork in a number of galleries 
in Metro Detroit, as well as nationally and abroad.  A lot 
of my interests revolve around art and design - some of 
them include typography and industrial design. And like 
many people, I love dogs!”

Gawaran’s first visit to the Anton Art Center was in 2019, 
when her work was included in the Macomb County Art 
Teachers Show.

“I thought the Art Center was a lovely building, with a 
versatile space to show multiple exhibitions that can play 
off each other,” said Gawaran. “I also enjoyed learning 
about the history of the building and how it has been a 
part of the community for so long.”

“Honored,” when invited by Gilchrist to join the board of 
trustees, Gawaran is committed to helping the Art Center 
stay true to its mission and accomplish its goals. 

“I believe the visual arts should be something accessible 
to everyone, no matter how much or little experience you 
have in that particular area. The arts can be intimidating 
to some people, and it’s really something that everyone 
can (and should) enjoy and experience,” noted Gawaran. 
“The arts can open up new ways of looking at the world, 
help people think about things differently than they had 
before, and this is just one reason I believe the Art Cen-
ter is so important to not only Macomb County, but the 
Metro Detroit area as a whole.” 
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DONOR RECOGNITION  4/20/21 - 8/15/21

Summer Camp Sponsor  
Fifth Third Bank
Virtual Summer Camp Sponsor 
Comcast Cable & Blick Art Materials

DTE Energy Foundation
Anonymous – Support for Gallery 
Lighting Upgrades

August Mixed Media Workshop 
Sponsor HomeLight, Inc.
Consumers Energy

SPECIAL THANKS

DONORS
Patrick Arlington
Catherine Bott
Sheryl Brown
Shirley Buechel
Fino & Jane Casanova
Chris Charron
Joanna Cohen
Analisa Collins
Continental Carton & Packaging
Michael Daitch
Karen DeCarlo
Gus & Lillian Demas
Janet & Cardi DeMonaco
Michael & Renee Favo
Anne & William Furnaris
Bobbie C. Gentry
Frances Gillespie
Dana & Sharon Gire
Sandra Goeddeke-Richards
Monique Goetgeluck
Steven Gold
Mary Beth & Henry Gordon
Jan Gunning

Mary Hartman
Paul Hindson
Julie Jarkey-Kozlowski
Genevieve Lenda
Kelley Lovati
Deni Metivier
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Mighion
Lawrence & Cecilia Moloney
Lou & Dan Moss
Karen Murphy
Oakwood Veneer Company
Thomas & Mary Poeschel
Linda F. Rushing
Juliet Sabit
Ken & Mary Ellen Samoray
Joseph Samulowicz
Shelby Township Fine Art Society
Stan Simek
Ilene Stanko
Nadine & Paul Thacker
Deb Van Zegeren
Joseph & Barbara Wentrack

MONTHLY SUPPORTERS
Patricia Baker
San Juanita Barajas
Judi Chambers
Alysa Diebolt
Kathryn Dimond
Phil Gilchrist
Rose Hepner
Yvonne Messick
June Milford
Mary & Tom Need
Terri L. North
Kim & Jim Ritter
Mark Sandri
Debra Santi
Esther Schuldt
David Serio
Patricia Woodstock

FOUNDERS SOCIETY 
Since October 2020 
 
Gabe & Pat Anton
John A. & Marlene L. Boll 
Foundation
Nora Moroun


