
Programming Continues 
During Pandemic
By Phil Gilchrist, Executive Director

This has been such a challenging time (and uncertain, and 
sometimes scary - I don’t want to diminish that) to work in 
the arts. On one side of the equation are artists who are out 
of work or have had their sales and performance opportunities 
canceled or postponed. On the other side of this equation 
are arts organizations who have shuttered their doors, canceled 
entire seasons, perhaps laid off staff, almost certainly lost 
opportunities to help artists earn a living, and some are 
struggling to maintain even minimum basic operations. 
Arts audiences are struggling to balance educational needs, 
household needs, family and personal care needs. Some 
have lost work themselves and may be having a hard time 
ensuring basic necessities for survival. Thankfully, artists 
tend to be resilient and coupled with current technology 
and social media, many artists are still able to create and 
share work, even when they and their audiences are relegated 
to their respective homes.

From an organizational perspective, our challenge was to shift 
our entire program model from one that relied on in-person 
service provisions (visits to our galleries, participating in 
workshops or classes, attending special programs, etc.) to 
one that can be entirely executed online. A hard pivot to 
virtual programming was the obvious direction but figuring 
out what types of content we wanted to share took us a 
few days to refine. We recognize that: observing or creating 
art promotes mental health, we have access to a lot of 
existing content combined with the ability to remotely 
create new content in line with our educational and exhibit 
programming, the arts have a unique ability to connect 
people during challenging times and, finally, many people 
are finding themselves with extra time on their hands right 
now. The arts sector has really amazed me over the last 

couple months - here in southeast Michigan and across the 
country. Artists and arts organizations have really risen to 
this occasion, using their talents to help us stay connected 
and remind us that despite social distancing, none of us are 
doing it alone.

Here are some of the things we’re doing now to 
provide a platform for arts engagement:
• We’ve launched a call for entries for an online art exhibit 
with the theme of “Things I’m Looking Forward To” (inspired 
by the confines of social distancing). We’re accepting entries 
via Facebook and email, and the exhibit is open to all ages 
and all media, with no limit to the number of entries that can 
be submitted. Artists are asked to submit in one of three age 
groups: 12 and under, 13-17, or 18+. This exhibit is abso-
lutely free to enter, and entries will be accepted until April 
30. We’ll curate a selection of entries into an online slide-
show, which will be posted on our website, as well as on our 
social media. Details are available on our website and Facebook 
page.

• Our recent Green Art Show, Michigan Annual XLVII  
and the Macomb County Secondary Student Show are now 
available online - both on our Facebook page, and on 
our website.

• We’re increasing our number of social media posts daily 
and including live demonstrations from staff and instructors, 
live and streaming content produced by other arts organiza-
tions (including symphony, opera, puppetry, Broadway, and 
others), art activities folks can do at home (whether created 
by us or other sources), and more to help keep folks inspired 
and connected. People can connect with us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.

Be sure to keep up with us online as new content is developed 
– our goal is to continue to abide by our mission to enrich 
and inspire people of all ages through the arts, even if we 
have to do it (for now) in a virtual world.
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Sydney Christiansen, at her easel at 
home, is “thankful for all the opportu-
nities the Art Center has provided.”

The What, How and Why of  
Volunteer Opportunities
By Maggi Gawel

Everyone sees Art Center volunteers staffing the Gift Shop 
and Holiday Market, but few realize the many other ways  
volunteers keep the Center running day to day. 

Most of this newsletter is written, assembled and readied for 
mailing by volunteers. Moving the shelves and pedestals 
into position for Holiday Market? Setting up for special 
events and receptions? Cleaning up the kitchens? Planting 
and tending flowers around the building? Planning the 
ArtParty or posting the event on social media? Right, 
volunteers! 

Often exhibiting organizations lend a hand in hanging 
their own shows. For many exhibitions, though, it is an 
Art Center volunteer wielding that hammer. And those 
nails leave holes in the walls! So, another team of unpaid 
assistants grabs the spackle knives and paintbrushes to 
set things aright once the exhibit closes. Those lightbulbs 
highlighting the artwork don’t replace themselves, either! 

What happens when a rolling cart needs a new wheel 
bearing? Something’s gone wrong with the thingamajig? 
There are volunteers ready to offer a little DIY.  If you 
ask these volunteers why they’re willing to wash a few 
windows or spend a couple hours polishing wood moldings, 
you’ll get a range of responses. 
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• • •

“It started out just to give myself something to do, but 
now, I make sure I don’t have anything else to interfere 
with my Art Center time. “

“It’s work at home, but here it’s more fun! Like when you 
were a kid and helped your friends moms do dishes.”

“I love coming to the Art Center and seeing the shows, 
but I’m not an artist. This way I feel like I’m part of it 
all.”

“This place gives me an opportunity to display and sell 
my art. Helping out makes me feel like I’m giving a little 
something back.”

“When I’m here working with the people I’ve come to 
know, whose company I enjoy, I feel more connected to 
the world.”

• • •

Over the past several weeks, while we’ve all been under 
very necessary restrictions, Art Center volunteers have 
been missing that connection, those friends, the feeling 
of accomplishment, the fun, and the place itself. Even 
while all this was happening, volunteers were making 
“just checking in” calls to members of the Art Center 
family throughout the county.  

When things get back to normal, they will all have plenty 
to do and they are always eager to share the experience 
with others. There are never too many volunteers! 

Art Center Provided Gateway to 
Student’s Artistic Path
By Mary Smith

Sydney Christiansen is heading off to the University of Michi-
gan’s Stamps School of Art and Design next fall, bringing with 
her brushes, pencils and confidence born in the classes she 
took at the Anton Art Center.

“I am so thankful for all the opportunities the Art Center has 
provided to me,” says Sydney, a regular contributor to the Art 
Center’s annual Macomb County Student Show, winning Best 
of Grade as a sophomore with a graphite drawing of her friend 
Noelle. “It has meant the world to me to be recognized by 
other artists.” 

Sydney, who will graduate from Richmond High School in May, 
began taking classes at the Art Center when she was 12, in-
troduced to its offerings by her grandmother, Marilyn Schulz, 
who passed away three years ago. From Suzanne Paridee, her 

former instructor at the Art 
Center, Sydney received 
much encouragement as 
she explored both graphite 
drawing and oil painting.  
While painting and draw-
ing still engage her, she 
also has a strong interest 
in graphic design and has  
enjoyed working on her 
high school’s yearbook. 

“I will be focusing on design 
at U of M and hope to pursue 
a career in graphic design,”  
says Sydney. “I’m looking forward to meeting all the other  
artists at U of M and getting inspired by them.” And, after she 
graduates, the thought of returning to the Art Center to teach 
has, indeed, crossed her mind.

“That,” she says, “would be amazing.”

Did you see a job you’d like to do? Maybe you have a unique skill you think the Art Center could use!  
Call us at 586-469-8666 or email information@theartcenter.org



“Worry and Woe” by David Short

Michigan Annual Exhibit  
Inspiring for Art Center  
Marketing Intern
By Sam Talanges

This year, the Anton Art Center’s Michigan Annual Art 
Exhibit was juried by Salvador Salort-Pons, director 
of the Detroit Institute of Arts. When I walked into the 
opening reception on Jan. 25, I was blown away by the 
intensity of the work, as well as the number who turned 
out to see and celebrate it.  

During my first walkthrough, I stopped at a work by 
artist Douglas La Ferle centered in one of the wings of 
the gallery. I recalled a piece from last year done by La 
Ferle and was glad to see that he had a work in the ex-
hibit again, his use of taxidermy and motion still preva-
lent. Watching others react to and enjoy the intricacies 
of La Ferle’s work was as engaging as the piece itself. I 
found myself circling back to it to catch the reaction of 
other visitors.

Of all the captivating work featured in the exhibit this 
year, my favorite was Worry and Woe by David Short.  
This massive piece was made of charcoal and wood and 
depicted a man holding his face as though it’s melting 
away. Short explains that he finds interest in the work-
ings of the human body and mind, and how both are 
related. In his artist’s statement, he writes: “There is a 
morbid beauty about the inner workings of what’s under 
the skin.”  

Aside from Short’s use of contrasting lines, most intriguing 
were the eyes of the figure, which connect emotionally with 
the viewer. Worry and Woe filled the wing of the gallery with 
such compelling imagery, it evoked empathy from all who 
came upon it.

Along with the art at the Michigan Annual, I enjoyed 
observing the artists themselves. Seeing them stand so 
proudly next to their work and converse with other art-
ists inspired me to go home and pick up a pencil myself, 
after seeing and hearing all sorts of new ideas and 
techniques.Visitors looking at Doug Laferle’s kinetic artwork, 

“Icarus”.

Visitors looking at Doug Laferle’s kinetic artwork, 
“Icarus”.
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Volunteer Spotlight:  
Barb Schroeder, “Retiring” 
Volunteer Coordinator
By Mary Smith

Barb Schroeder has been making a difference at the  
Anton Art Center for 14 years, recruited by a friend who 
saw in her the makings of a great volunteer coordinator.  

“I had volunteered at the Holiday Market a couple of 
times, but after I retired, I wanted to become more 
involved,” relates Barb, who worked in escrow at Greco 
Title Company for more than 20 years. “My friend was 
(volunteer coordinator) at the time, but she was leaving. 
Fortunately, she helped me during the transition.”

While she is continuing to volunteer in the gift shop, Barb 
retired as volunteer coordinator earlier this year. When 
asked for a list of her responsibilities by her replacement, 
Sue Durbin, Barb confessed, “I never had one.”

Since 2006, it had been Barb who called the volunteers 
every month to staff the gift shop. It was Barb who 
recruited for the ArtParty, Holiday Market and a multitude 
of special events. She compiled the monthly volunteer 
calendar and often filled in when someone couldn’t make 
their shift. And it is no small detail that her tenure at 
the Art Center began during a highly unsettled year.

“At that time, the Art Center was under construction and 
the Holiday Market was in three storefronts downtown,” 
relates Schroeder. “The logistics of that first Holiday 
Market were just crazy, and then, when the market, was 
over, we had to move everything back.” 

Since joining the Art Center team, Barb has had the 
opportunity to explore her creative side. She doesn’t 
consider herself an “artist,” but has since taken ceramics, 
oil painting, stained glass and acrylic painting classes.  
She displays some of her work in her Harrison Township 
home, has given some to her brother, sister-in-law, nieces 
and nephew for Christmas or birthdays; and has sold a 
few pieces, including acrylic tiles, in the gift shop.

“Then it comes down to,” she muses, “how much do you 
keep making?”

Along with volunteering, Barb has made travel a priority 
since retiring. A couple of years ago, she went on a cruise 
down the Danube, which flows through 10 countries in 
Central and Eastern Europe. Last year it was the Grand 
Tour: London, Paris and Rome, with visits, of course, to 
the Louvre and the Vatican. Back at home, she is also 
a frequent visitor to the Detroit Institute of Arts and is 
happy to see the ongoing relationship between it and the 
Anton Art Center.

In addition to the Art Center, Barb also volunteers at St. 
Louis’ Catholic community in Mount Clemens and with 
Macomb County Meals on Wheels. And she credits her first 
gig selling 50/50 tickets before a benefit ride organized 
by Wolverine Harley Davidson for kindling her enthusiasm 
for volunteering.

“It was nice to be out in the community,” relates Barb. “I 
like knowing that I help, that I’m making a difference.”

Barb Schroeder retired after 14 years as the Art 
Center’s volunteer coordinator, but will continue to 
volunteer in the Gift Shop.
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Those of us who work here, hear this all the time, and we 
are happy to let people know that yes, the Anton Art Cen-
ter has art classes for everyone! In fact, there have been 
art classes running at the Anton for most of its 50 years. 
Recently, we have expanded our offerings to include new 
time slots, programs and options for all ages, including 
teen classes and a preschool art program.This expansion 
has also meant welcoming the following new instructors 
to our team. 

Paula Fiebich leads watercolor painting workshops and 
classes for beginning, intermediate and advanced stu-
dents. An internationally recognized watercolor artist who 
began her career as an illustrator in the toy and craft in-
dustry, Paula is now a Signature Member of the American 
Watercolor Society and National Watercolor Society. Her 
work has been featured in exhibits in the U.S., China, Bel-
gium and Italy, as well as in several art magazines. Paula 
is happy to share her techniques with her students and 
help them develop their artistic style. 

Cheryl DeLauro was a ceramics student at the Anton 
before joining the team to teach preschool art classes, 
allowing her to connect with some of her favorite creative 
types. “The thing I love about teaching youth arts is the 
kids use their imagination and materials without bound-
aries,” says Cheryl. She has a background in television 
production and graphic design, augmented creatively by 
her work in stained glass, ceramics and jewelry. She brings 
much enthusiasm and experience to her classes and work-
shops and is currently teaching her students how to create 
wire-wrapped jewelry and mosaics. 

Angel Kitone, a mechanical engineering student, joined us 
as a volunteer after her boss recommended visiting Anton 
because of her love for art. Her talent for making art and 
working with kids helped her step up into the instructor role 
in Mixed Media Workshops and community programs. Angel 
says, “I love being able to help out and hang out with kids. 
Despite what my major might suggest, I have always had a 
strong calling to art. Art teaches patience, problem-solving, 
it’s relaxing, fun, and allows you to be you.”

Saveria Giovinazzo has had a lifelong passion for creat-
ing art and loves sharing that passion teaching art classes. 
Saveria enjoys seeing students become thoroughly engaged 
in what they are learning in her Saturday Art Series, in which 
she teaches drawing techniques with graphite, colored pen-
cils, watercolor pencils and oil pastels. 

Patty Willoughby recently retired from L’Anse Creuse Public 
Schools after 33 years as an art educator and then jumped 
right into teaching our Teens and Tweens Hand-Building 
Ceramics class last fall. “It is a great pleasure to get to know 
these students and witness their excitement and creativi-
ty,” says Patty, who hopes to begin teaching jewelry-making 
classes soon.

Learn more about our instructors, programs and classes by 
visiting the Anton Art Center website. We are continually 
working to offer programs for everyone and create an invit-
ing and creative space for our students. Come join the fun 
and get creative with us!

New Classes and New Instructors Equal  
New Opportunities to Be Creative! 
By Peggy DiMercurio

“I didn’t know the Anton had classes!”

Learn more about our instructors, programs and classes by visiting 
the Anton Art Center website. We are continually working to offer  
programs for everyone and create an inviting and creative space  

for our students. Come join the fun and get creative with us!
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DONOR RECOGNITION  January 11 - April 8, 2020

CONTRIBUTIONS
Mr. Steven Gold
Sondra Pedigo
Tom Sherry
Terri North

SPECIAL THANKS
Richard & Jane 
Manoogian Foundation
Kenneth & Patricia 
Hoover Educational 
Foundation
O’Halloran’s Public House 
& Hall
Consumers Energy 
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Thank you to our donors!

125 Macomb Place, Mount Clemens, MI 48043 
PHONE 586-469-8666 FAX 586 469-4529
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